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Welcome to  Bul le t in  23.

In  th is  Bul le t in

State of the Wombat -  our annual let ter to Premiers'Austral ia
wide asks them to tel l  us what their  State is doing to help wombats,
and part icular ly,  what their  State is doing io assist  help prevent and
control  mange. Al l  States and Terr i tor ies managed an in i t ia l  reply
indicat ing they had received their  let ter  and 2 months on A.C.T.  ,
Queensland,  and Victor ia have repl ied.  Ful l  reading and comprehension
marks are yet to be awarded to a State that manages to respond to
each quest lon asked, in fu l l .  Victor ia came close and A.C.T. ,  though in
denial  both about wombats in their  terr i tory (  you need only look at
the number of  road k i l l  as you head into A.C.T.  v ia the N4onaro
Highway) and the impact  of  mange on them; but  that  Terr i tory at  least
does not  l icence any cul l ing.  Queensland,  as would be expected given
the very few wombats it cares for, is more focused and as these
wombats are highly endangered i t  of  course does not  a l low them to be
cul led.  As mange is not  yet  known in the Northern Hairy Nosed
Wombats,  Queensland had the easiest  job of  reply.
Grab a T- Shir t  -  i f  you haven' t  got  one of  the Society 's  great  T-
shir ts ,  now is the t ime to 9et  one.  I f  you al ready have,  now is the t ime
to get  another l  Not  only are we sel l ing out  last  years '  s tock but  we wi l l
take orders for special sizes or numbers for 2009. We have a
col lect ion of  chi ldren's s izes in stock.  These great ,  Austra l ian made
ful ly  embroidered T-shir ts  wash wel l ,  don' t  shr ink and seem to be
last ing wi thout  fading very wel l .  Kids whi te T-shir ts  are $20.00 and
Maroon $25.00.  Adul t  whi te T-shir ts  are $30.00 and Maroon $35.00 .
We can usual ly  send out  two T-shir ts  stuFfed in a bag for  $5.50
postage,  sadly one alone costs the samel
Member Contact-  the Society is  st i l l  working to develop an on s i te
forum through which members can communicate about a l l  th ings
wombat and through which members of  the publ ic  can ask quest ions
of  you experts out  there.  This is  taking a l i t t le  longer than ant ic ipated
so we aTe offering members who are bursting to communicate with
one another the opportuni ty to be on a members '  mai l  l is t .  We would
also like short profiles from members and your reasons for being
involved wi th wombats.  Send a photo of  yoursel f  or  a wombat that  you
have been involved wi th and we wi l l  make his a regular  feature.
Ethics in Wombat Welfare-  there was a great  deal  of  comment
recent ly  when members involved in Nat ive Wi ld l i fe Rehabi l i tat ion read
a proposal  that  nat ive animals unsui ted to re lease have a "r ight  to
euthanasia".Some members would be aware that  the Society is
developing an Ethics committee and Prof. Steve Garlick has offered to
chair this committee. The short essay "Ethics In Wombat Welfare" is
an introduct ion to the topic f rom a commit tee member and one we are
sure wi l l  in terest  many members,  whether you rehabi l i tate nat ive
animals or or not. If you are interested in thls area contact the Society
so you too can be involved in help ing look at  exist ing pol icy and
developing al ternat ives where pol ic ies re lated to nat ive anlmals Fai l
them.
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STATE OF THE WOMBAT
The State of the Wombat let ter was sent to the N.S.W.. A.C.T..
Victor ian,  South Aust ra l ian and Tasmanian Premiers .  Repl ies to  date
follow.

The Hon. l , lorr is Iemnra B.Ec., LLB, M.P.
Level 40, Gov. Macquarie Tower,
1 Farrer Place,
Sydney

Dear  S r r ,

Each year our Society produces a paper which is published
on our website to adv se people on "The State of the
Wombat" in each respective State and Terri tory.

Thrs year we !\rould lke to hear of any proactive research or
programs being conducted n your State/Terntory, to assrst
wombats, so we can high|ght these on our site In
part ic! lar, we would ike you to address the fol low ng:

1 . lYange  rs  a  dead ly  d  sease  caused  by  a  mr te  ca l l ed
SarcoDtes Scabiei which results in a long and dra\a/n
olr l  death for the worrbat. What is your government
do ng to combat mange?

2 ,  Pow dny  wo-ba r \  do  yoJ  e \ " r ra 'e  -o  Lave  l 4a -ge  r
yoL -  S ta te /Te ' r ro ry?  W 'a t  p  og  ams ,  po l r c res  a ld
procedures does your State/Terri tory have ln place to
deal with this problem in your wombat popuiation?

3. Does your State/Terntory issue l icenses for the cull ing
of wombats? How many of these I censes have been
issued and how many wombats were culled under such
perrn Ls lce_ce( ? What p.og.ars po||cre< and

4. Were any people or persons charqed with i l legal cul l ing/
crueLty or habrtat destruction affecting wombats rn your
Slate/Terri tory in the past year?

r l f  . lustra l ia t . t t t .@
1.(  . : .  i : l  J19 r , { ,5  \ .8 . \ .  _11 r : :  t ! , r  61,5
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5. Would you please explain you. Slate/Territory l lcensing
procedures for the rescue and rehabil itat on of $rombats.

6. How many facll iUes of this nature ex st in yolr State/Terrltory
lor the care and rehabil tatron of wombats.

We look forward to yo!r earliest response.

€

:- jA'

YoLris fa thful ly

Nls. Jan Smith
Drrector

' ! l  \  u \ l  t  r l t r  I  l r l . r .  r1  r r , r r  on th , t t t r t  o t r r ' t t r l l l u rg . ru
i . i  1  l : :  .1 i t  tn5 1. .1 i . \ . : , .1  l l l  l r r  6r t j

' I r i c t h , , n i : r ) l n j l l i : . i i r l ! r l l . l )  
t i f r  i \ i i l i  r . ) l ! n | : l  : i a i r  \ \ . ! i .  r l ! r f : r i ] r

i  ' ) ! i i l :
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Queensland
Government

Senior Policy Advisor

Miriste' ror 5usiaiiabrLity.
CliFare Chaige aid Inicvator

l/ls Jar Srn lh

Won!al  pro ie. t  c .  Socet t r ' . 'A ls t ra a : :C
PO Bor 60a5
OUAAI\/A NSW 2550

Dear Ms Smilh

I reier io your letter oi 28 Auglst 2008 addressed to the tsonoJ.abie Aina Blgh [,4P.
Pfem e r of Q ueensLaid seekrng nrormat o. on proact ve resea rch or prog fa m s to assrst
vrombals iOueensand The Prem e r  has referred ihe ssueto iheHonolrab€Anarew
l"r lcNara.a rMp.  Jr ,4r .s ier io .  S!starnabl ly  C male Change and lnnovaton ror  respo.se

\r , ' . rbais  are o j : ,n  ted ex le. l  n  oueensand The dstrb l ton of  i te  .cn imon vrofoai
r rs l  ex le.3s r lo  lhe eelated New Eig land Tabeiard regon near Slar l "orpe
S,9.  i ,ca.1ry Queensand has the only na1l raLsurvv ng pop!a l  on of lhe not lhern ha ry
.osed wonbat  at  Eppng F.rest  Natona Park .  c€. i 'a  Qlee.s:nd Ths speores.
wn,ch s s ied as endangered fornei ly  occ! f fed $, i t rn,nana Oueensand 3nd New
SoLrth Wales b! tdec n€a af ler lhe nt rcducl ion cfcat te a.d sheep graz.g

Epp ng Fo fesl Nat ona Park was a lormer s razing propeity and was reserved s pec f cally
10 conserve nonhe.. hairy-nosed wombais !n 1988 At ast censls lhe populalron was
abol t115 ndvdlas An a m of  the recovery o i  lhe species hss bee.  10 €stabl ish a
second remote colony lo rr . m se lhe ask oJ exlinction trom chance nalural drsaslers or
os.ase Ths obtectve s c ! (e. ty  beng addressed through a 53 m on s.onsorsh P
f f c - n r . ! r . T X s i a l a  i a l i  e n a b  e  : ^ e  E i , ,  r . n r : . l a  P ' o l . . t c r  i g e r c r : . s e c u r :
a second srle establrsh slppart nfrastflcllre and re ocale a number oi anrmas The
sle will be fu y enclosed by a predalor proof fe.ce and the re ease ot af ma s solrced
irom Epp n9 Foresl is panned ior w nter 2009

The Minster thanks you for youf ntercst n wombais n Oleerand and hop€s this
rniormal on s ol ass stance Should yo! w sh to d6cuss lhe maller further please conlacl
Trm Hoimes or ihe E nv ronmenta! Protection Agency on lelephone (07) 3202 0230
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Ion Stanhope \fl \
CIJIIf MI\I5TER

TRFASLRFT{ \11\tSl tR 1.)1{ 3L5l\i55 A\D ECO\OI1lC DF\ al.OplrlE\T
\ r lN l -q l lR  fo r  r \ r )  cL \oL ,5r \ lF l tLs  \ { I \ ISTFR foRtHE F\v tRo\ \ {F \ l  t lAJ ] tRA\DcLIMAI l i

C I !A \CE \ I I \ IqTER FOR THF ARTS

NIs l,rn Slnith
D1!ector
PO &)1 60.15
QLA.{i\tA NS\\' t55l)

Dear \Is Smuh

'thankvouibr)oxr l€t terrecer\edlnm\off iceon:1,\ugust:00l tseekinginfonnal ionabout

\lombrt research prograins rn ihe AC I tbr lhc \\ ombat Prorecir.n So.jcr\'s $ ebsrlc pulljcadon

lhd conrnon $,rnbat l'rrrb.rrr rl|rrrr]-,ls (ldestread rnd abundant in lle ACl hs hrbilat rs
prolecled in Nrma.igi \alional larl .rnd \,rnous naturc f.scncs. $hich togcth.r compris. o\cr
50 per cent ofthe lanrl lrea ofthc AC L althougn \rombats also occur on mfal pmpefiies.
Connnon q'ombars are protected under thc.\'arr" Conscn,at;on Act 1980 andlicenses are not
issued to cull thenr in the ACT. I iare alio been adlrsed thit in the last financial year the
Licensrng and Comlhancc Unit has not conxnenced r prosecurion againsl any penon.€lalire to
any ofl'cnce invol\'irg misrreatmenl ofWombals of Wombat habitat.

Ihe AC1 Governflent is nor conductins rcscarch on sunbats at prcscnt- ahhough an ccologisl
m the Research and PLanring scchon publishcd the follo$ing scientilic prper lasl *eek (Aon hrr
lrerious PhD \1ork on wombais):tr?mr lll (: a008 llamc rung hutnt.6c andact^itj
tattclns in connan i\omhats ironbatus xrsmus) vildliJe R?search, 35: 155-46) The
Auslrallin Nalional Uni\ersilv and the llmversity ol Canbena borh conduct ecological rcsearcl,.
although I am nol a$ are ofary current research on wombals in lhe ACT by thcse local

A\ in other pans ofAustralia. sarcopdc mange is pres!'n! in wombat populalions jn the ACT.
Obsen ations by rcscarchers and nngcis suggest the incid€nce olwombats $ilh obrious signs of
mange is ldver in rhe AaT than in somc othff areas. Scverely infcstcd $ombrts that are broughr
io the attention olrangers arc eulhanased. W hilsr medications are a\ ailable to kill sarcoptlc
mites.lhe expenence ofrangers is that wombats given such medications (such as lvennectin)
reool er fiofi manse jn the shon-tenn but subscquendy becomc renicstcd.

\ 1E r . ! 4 r  L  !C .  ! \  \

ACT LtctsLA i rv! ,{ssErvrBLY

Londo! Cu.uit CanilenaACI2601 CjPO Bor 1020, Crnb.iia A(:T 2601
Ph.n€ (021 6m5 010.1 lar rLrz)620a 0,133 Enrailrtrnhope.::a.r.go! au
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\\'ith rcspcct to .cscuc and rc}dbrliulion o[wombats, ccnan organi\ations arc licensed under rhe
.\anor Cons.^utbn 1Lt 193r lo undenake this worl. such as the RSPCA and \{ildlile carer
sroups.

I trust thal rhis infbnnalron is oi assistarce.

\{iilster lirr thc En\;ronn.ni. \!iler and Clnnaic Chancc



WOI.4BAT PROTECTION SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA BULLETIN 23 OctobeT
2008 www. wombatprotect ion.org.au P.o.  Box 6045 Quaama N.s.w.2550

I)epartmcnt uf
Sustainabilitr and Irnvironment

. F

Our Rel
F i e :

0SE056801
87 t19-1948t,2)

! r : t \ ! ,  E r . L \ t ( . 1 . . j  :

. : n  i  | l  l f l  n r r

f i t f ix l  l l  n:s

Ms Jan Srnilh
Direclor
Wombat Prolect on Sociely
P0 Box 6045
OUMMA NSW 2550

Dear [,4s Smilh

PROTECTION OF WOMBATS

Thank you ior yolrr €iler of 28 August 2008 to ihe Pfemler the Hon John Brumby l'lLA
regarding lhe slale oi wonrbals n Victo a. As lhls matler ia ls wiihin rny respons blities
vouf correspondence has be€n foMarded to rne ior my consideralon and response

SaraaD c nanqe
As yoLr are aware, sarmptc mange in woanbats can create severe Clsease lead flg to a
painfu and slow dealh in susc€piible ndivlduals. Whlle it may seem desrable to irca1
affecled anrnals with long-lasling acaricides lo kil the mltes causlng the disease. n
oractice th s is not feasble. Furthefinore trealmerl oi a wombat 1o destroy lhe mange
m tes does nol pfovlde irnmLrntyfrcm lulur€ Infestation by mites

The Red Fox may be a r,rajor veclar for mange I wombals, throlgh the sharng 01
bufiows. Control of foxes may assisl wlh rcdlcng lhe ncidence oi mange 10 some
extenl and this w 1l be an added beneft of exisling fox control programs.

Period c epsodes of sev€re mange rn wombals have been repoded pfevrousy ln Vrcloia
Wombal popu atons do recoverfrom these outbrcaks and I seems unl kely lhat r.a.ge rs
ase ous lhreatio long{erm suwtval.

Cantrcl af wonbats
ln Viclorla all wildlife lnclud ing lhe Common Wombat are p rotected trnder lhe M/d/fe Acl
1975 afd may nol be destroyed, except wlth an author sauon ssued by lhe Depadnr ent of
Sustalnab ty and Envrronrnenl. Such an aulhority will onLy be issued where rl can be
demonstraled that damage s being c€Lrsed and where non-LethaL measures are
rnapprogriale of have been unsuccessfu From 1 Ju y 2007 to 30 Jwe 2008 128 permils
were issled rn Vciona to convo wombals Each petmil rs slblect lo specilic condilions
and faiLrre lo comply witlr these cond uons may €soll in prosecution.

d tu L,h6'ie h{. .tu tn
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In addtor, ln cerlan pa(s of eastern Vrcioria, the Common Wombat is declared
lnprolected' and may be destroyed ony by the occr.rpiers of land who:re engaged n

fural production the r employees and izmilies and on y on ther propertres. Thls does nol
g ve lhe right lo anembers ot lhe public lo desiroy wombals in lh€ areas where tl.ey are
dec a red unprolected. Pen alties of more tha n $5,000 and/or u p io six months n jaii ex s1
for illegally deskoyng proteclei wld fe Furlher rnformalion on the firanager.enl oi
Common Wombais in Viclofra s efcosed

Rehab tiahan al wanbats
To leqa y care forw dl i f€ n V clora rncludrng wombals a Wildl i fe Sheler Al lhorsaton is
required The Depadment oi  Suslalnab ty and Enviror imenl authonses sulaby qua fed
and experienced vo untee's to care for and rehah rtate sick, rnlured or orphaned native
wildlie for the purposes of reieasing lhen'i back to lhe wild. ELrlhanasra is applied to
anirna,s that cannol be rchab llaled fof successiu release

Wldl,Je rehabl i rators are Civded into hvo catego es: O wldl l fe sheler operators and ( i i )
losler car€fs The difierence between lhe Xvo s the realive level ot expefise and
expenence n caflng ior wildllfe whch affects the level of responsibllity they are given
under lhe !V ldlile Acl

Thefe are approxrnately 300 w Ldlife shelter operators and 200 iosler carers aulhorised Io
rehabi l i tate wld fe n Vrctora A are required to compy wlh lne cond tons oi
aurhol lsaton and wth the Ccde oi  Pfactce ior lhe Wefare o{ Anmas during
Rehabr latron. under the Prcvennon of Cruelty to Anlmais,4c, 1986 A copy ofthe Code is
enclosed for your niormalion

l yor have €ny fLrrlher qJeslions regardrng this mallef, please contacl I\,4r lan Temby,
Sen,or B odiverc ty Otrce. on (03)92S6 4664.

Kimberley J Dripps
Execltrve D rector
Biodlverc 1y & Ecosystem Services

i  /  2008
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Flora and Fauna

rI osbals mly cause problems on farms b) damaging
rabbil-proof f.nc ns, allowms enq" by rxbbits, hngmoos
md *duabres. WombdbddoRs rri pslures cai be
hazadouslo fam vch,.lcs and sr*k. and buroungfral
woscn sorl in$abillry prcblems along tleared cral bdts
and $eNj(m da6 walh. wonbals ecanonally und.mine
rhe foundahoN of burldidss by burou'ne.

T lepanhrs lo ryo f theConmon Wombala \ave f r ' r
ilFcies.lbr which a bounty wrspayabl.. has tnfluen.ed
thc sar in {hich this jpecreris rcgafdcd bv:ome pNple
rDd rhe ddc prcsence ofwodbltJ i..qdared \nh dmage
b.itrg caused. Horevcr, il r mpondr lo \.e wlrether

rctual dafrigc is occumng, dd ih.x1erl. io ihal lheneed
tb danage control 6x bt judsed iron an economic
riewpoinr rarherlhan ai d.rional one

r\ turvey by a group Fofr Mona3h Unive6rty rd.aren
rhal many lddholde^ pei.cpiions of damageby *onbaB
were nor borne oul duing on-ground insp€cnons. lro$on-
ior ex.nple, was due ro. n0mbe. of facrors. Lncluding
pasiove.cieding of sleep slopes. cofrplclion olthesrl
bi hdd-hmied diuah. Md overgrtng (for qh,ch

rxbbiI! souLd bc pafrly.esponsiblcl. l.adltreroe*c6sive
runoff Th. tulc ofrhe sonb3l r. Ihrs panLc0lar $mdro
isnhor, and prcbably .or .ci.vrtr lheresoulJbcicq
insk .es*hee a.tlon againsr wombati lor thr reason

Female {o6bab are able lo biecd at t$o }cars, and cdd
produce a m*imun of one ofi\?nng plr !!ar wombas
use as ddy ar rd holes *i$in rhetr hone ringe,
ahhough only No or thre. ollhes wrllb. uscd rc8uldly
A coun(ofholesFnol d rcLi3ble sal !lenifrflng
*onbar numbers inan arc! A *oJnbafshonedge
ranes lroD 5 to 25 hi. depc.ding upon hrbur q!,lity

Killire ldmbars lo reduce damgr 1o boundary ienc* is
not onl! rihle.bu{ may b. counlq-Fodudn e. 

'11€

mrerln € bdween pasturcs Dd adjacd bsh is a highl-v
pro<iucdrc habil1t for w.mba6. lligh b'nh rales (motl

females cafrble ofbreeding. do $) ald hign suruilalae
l1keiy u.der lhe* condhions. Th$ ensurei lhal there r a
reserv on oi rouns. tan {iet s! rnbah read} lo replme ,.!
esrablished drnal that rs removed. Bcouse oithis raPid
rcplscds! d.srucion of wo'nbak nearbush bounddies
is trol hkel) ro resolve a problm ofdamage 1o nening

fcnces (and sub*qucnr ertly cf,abbits and kangaroot.
inirated bt softbars Dcsructlon nay be ellective ed

ryprupnxre wide, for exampl€, d indilidualwombar n
bufto{ ine in pastuF. dtn $alls or underbuildinBs

tofrnon Wonbals .re dalar.d uipr.Rctedin 1ql

Fnshcs in..qcm Victori.{seetisl bclow). wh@ lhet
mar bede\troyedonly by cenre tuen eol.z22caLibrc
o, ldger. t ufrilarion of wombah a ill.gai and iinlmiq
rnd coLld lcot the $er li.bk ro prosution l'or cruellt

I Erect a No-wire .lednc fence,l0cnoutrldelhe
exisring boundary fence. tri|h thc wncs at l5 tud 30
cm above lhe rrouid. Bolh ol$e {rE\ should be
live, powerd bl a slanddd chLac thce ciergiser.
Obsennions at one sile de6oi$rat.d thal lhis ience
conarsuralio. could lcep, rumber of wonbats frofr
rhetr tradnional fee\lrng lrer oler . $x-nonth penod.

!. In:rall sqin8 gates ar regular {onb8t accs pontrs ro
relier€ damaee ro ncrting fcices (se desisn belo*).
[fth# g!l4 (o *ork, rwo o.lhrce tr€ll usd holes
nun be chosen dd aU o$e hol.5 wiihin a fes
huidEd mctrcs mld be lepdrd dail!. Aftq aboul a
fromh, rhe womblN should bc usin8 onl! lhe selrcted
hol.s. Thc &amc for the gale rsrhe dcctcd eound
the lole ed lefi,nr the *onbdts ro bsone
accustoned to il before lhe eale is hung. \vhen lhe

ea& h in place. should be left parlly opd so Ihal
wombab pa$in8 rhrough musr lift n sligndt Aftf
anorhs seck or lvo, &e sar. can be allowed ro hdg

1
' . :

!Vornbai0air

< - l , \  }
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lcrlical\ Such r sale will ercluderabbib ard
kangdoos,.trd rcducc grcatll the incidoce of iesh
qombal holcs b.i.e nrde m tences.

I Phceapon ncxr toabutrolv in pastufe to mark lls
po ion. so lIx.eh]cLescx. a]oLd r l\lrenalirdly.
shoot$en ld iv idud l  in !o lvcdand l i l l  i n ihcb l rowto
renol€ hazard to st ck rnd laffi vch,cl€s

,1 Pr.vcnra.cc$ r. ihespr* underbLrld,ngs using
heaq gaqereuforcrng mesh or do rwo ene eleric
lm.edescnbed abole. lhem.s[ ma! d$ b.usedt!
pr.r.nt btrrow,ng 'n dan walls

5 Dcsto!' ihc nrdilidual wonbrN .cqronsble ior
bnrosr.g in dan *alls rd uound or under
blrldings by sh.otng.

Ant dcsrtucrion olwofr bat! ln parishes shere tbe
ConmonWomb.l js prorecrcd can on l bc done uidd the
condnions olar Auihoriry ro Conroi \!lldlLri, 'ssu€d by
DSF. (aof an appli.aiion fornconract rheCustomer
Service C€.tre on li6 1861.
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The Ethics of Wombat Welfare

The Wombat Protect ion Society of  Austra l ia inc ludes in i ts  mission
conserving and preserving wombats and advocat ing for  them, both as
indiv iduals and as species,  and educat ing people in th is endeavour,
This mission differs significantly from many conservation paradigms
due to i ts  emphasis on indiv idual  animals and the recogni t ion that
commonality should not preclude protection nor justify suffering and it
should not  d iminish the most fundamental  of  a l l  r ights,  the r ight  to l ive
both for  an indiv idual  and the species.  The dominant paradigm in
nat ive animal  management in Austra l ia today is  the ant i thesis of  th is
stated mission. The paradigm or belief that "There is no conservation
value in rehabi l i tat ing common animals"  can be argued to be the star t
of the slippery slope that justifies suffering. The unstated foundation of
such a paradigm is that  unless an animal  faces ext inct ion,  i t  has no
value,  a commodif icat ion of  l i fe into an economic rat ional is t
perspect ive.  From this paradigm bui l t  on fa l lac ies,  equal ly
unreasonable dictums f low ,  such as one adopted by rehabi l i tators
almost wi thout  ouest ion:  that  "unreleasable" nat ive animals have a
"r ight"  to "euthanasia" ,  Apathy in the face of  suf fer ing as wel l  as more
overt  forms of  harm; com mercia l isat ion,  hunt ing and cul l ing and
habitat destruction may all be argued to arise from the
commodif icat ion of  so cal led "common" nat ive animals.

The idea that  there is  no conservat ion value in rehabi l i tat ing
"common" nat ive animals can be shown to lead to the very condi t ion
that  conservat ion on any level  and by any def in i t ion is  meant to
prevent,  ext inct ion.  Ext inct ion is  the end of  a s l ippery s lope that  begins
with either a failure in genetic material or interference with an
environment or  both.  Most  ext inct ions in recent  t ime are due to
human interference. Extinction is however ,a Drocess that has been
ongoing over mi l lenium and wi l l  cont inue.  Cl ive Marks put  th is wel l  in
his recent essay "Empathy for the Enemy" when he wrote
". . , .ext inct ion has become a heresv,  Our oresent concerns for
biodivers i ty  and planetary ecology,  are wel l  p laced,  but  the pursui t  of
an ideal  wi th such s ingular  focus should cause us to take stock,
especially if we are prepared to subsume conceTns for suffering and
abandon empathy ln i ts  pursui t " .  Cl ive was referr ing to the ruth less
cruel ty inf l ic ted on animals declared "vermin" and the inhumane
means that  have been and are used to k i l l  them, point lng out  that
chloropicr in which has a corrosive impact  on lung t issue is  a "  a crude
means to a terr ib le end" and was used as a burrow "Fumigant" ,  k i l l ing
wombats and rabbits until relatively recently. According to Clive, steel
jaw t raps can st i l l  be used on Dlngos and 1080, once c la imed to be
"humane" is  now real ised to cause unreasonable suf fer ing pr ior  to
death.  1080 takes many col lateral  v ic t ims,  yet  i t  is  st i l l  used widely by
Nat ional  Parks and Wi ld l ie Service and Rural  Lands Protect ion Boards.
Focusing on extinction alone not only justifies the prolonged suffering
deaths of  animals deemed "vermin" but  the corrupt ion of  the term to
include any pest  animal /  nat ive or  otherwise.
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When humans fa i l  to acknowledge suf fer ing in other species or  see i t
as their  mandate to d ictate such suf fer ing the incl ine becomes
precip i tous.  Whatever in i t iates the ext inct ion s l ide ,numbers of  a
species become so pi t i fu l ly  low that  indiv iduals are able to be counted.
I ronical ly ,  at  that  point  every indiv idual  counts and conservat ion
means saving every indiv idual  and ensur ing each breeds and l ives to
i ts  capaci ty.  At  th is point  "conservat ion" does a reversal  and i t
becomes imperat ive to keep each indiv idual  a l ive.  Extremes are
somet imes undertaken to ensure that  the indiv idual  cont inues to l ive,
whether a wingless swl f t  parrot  st i l l  able to mate or  a b l ind nai l  ta i led
wal laby because in a proper enclosure " they' l l  s t i l l  be able to breed."
There is  now no "r ight"  to "Euthanasia" because these indiv iduals are
"unreleasable,"  The "r ight  to euthanasia" for  an "unreleasable" animal
appl ies only to those that  have al ready been devalued by
commodif icat ion by being considered "common".

These swings and round-abouts cal l  in to quest ion the def in i t ions that
are used. "Common" and "Conservat ion" and "Right"  are al l  def ined
di f ferent ly  in a temporal  sense and by di f ferent  pol i t ical  agendas.
There is no standard definition of any of these words so easily co-
opted by pol i t ic ians,  "experts"  and occasional ly  researchers and
educators.  So when we hear that  "conservat ion is ts"  bel ieve or  state
something,  th is is  meaningless as conservat ionists are not  a col lect ive
group hold ing to def ined values and nor does conservat ion mean the
same th ing to those who cal l  themselves conservat ionist .  To make the
statement that  there is  no conservat ion value in rehabi l i tat ing common
animals def ines the type of  conservat ion the speaker bel ieves in.  This
type of  conservat ion devalues the indiv idual  by making i ts  worth,  l ike a
commodity,  proport ional  to i ts  avai labi l i ty .  Such a rat ional  economic
model to animal welfare can be arqued to lead to both sufferino and
to ext inct ion.

This type of "conservation" justifies the removal of "excess"
"commodit ies"  (common animals)  and just i f ies the hunt ing of  nat ive
animals and legal  k i l l ing of  them i f  they l ive on or  t ravel  through
farms. It creates the indifference that leads to thousands losing habitat
through landclear ing,  woodchiping and hundreds of  thousands dying as
road k i l l  ,  and the mental i ty  that  because these animals aTe common,
no efforts need to be made because they aren't going extinct. It
creates the condi t ions where we fa i l  to care appropr iate ly for  animals
having decided the more there are the less we need to care. It leads to
apathy in the face of extreme suffering as is the case with mange in
wombats and was the case wi th the Tasmanian Devi l 's  facia l  tumouT.x
I t  oerDetuates the commodif icat ion of  animals and creates the
tendency towards ext inct ion by creat ing the dlminishing supply which
increases an ind iv id ua I 's  worth.

Government and i ts  pol ic ies are informed by the Science i t  funds and
for  which funds are avai lable.  Univers i t ies now comoete wi th Dubl ic  for
prof i t  companies on the open market  leading to a skewing in the type
of research grant available and the type of projects which receive
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funding.  "Pure" sc ience,  the ideal  espoused to use only evidence based
criteria falls miserabley to take into account the very basis from which
science grew. I t  was the need to understand the amazing and
intr icately webbed inter-re lat ionships between al l  th ings on th is p lanet
and seen from this planet that led to the development of science. And
science includes mind sciences l ike psychology which are becoming
clearer that  there is  more to p lanetary,  human and other species
heal th and wel l  being than that  which can be seen under a microscope.

I t  is  a wonderfu l ly  c i rcular  argument that  has been created by the
misuse or  pol i t ical  interpretat ion of  sc ience that  leads to a r ight  to
death. A strange position exists if we can justify the continued
degradat ion of  natural  habi tat  by then saying there is  no where to
release nat ive animals and therefore conclude they are "unreleasable".
This is done with joey Eastern Grey Kangaroos in most of the A.C.T.
where their  commonal i ty  and unreleasabi l i ty  leads to most being
"euthanised". These are not sick or injured joeys, perfectly healthy
ones are euthanised.  some groups do the same based on certa in s izes
and weights for joey wombats or where insufficient carers exist,
develop th is as a pol icy.  Meanwhi le myths abound that  these animals
can' t  be reared or  are too smal l  and the abi l i ty  and knowledge to do so
is lost  to groups who then begin to bel ieve that  the status quo is  the
truth.  We know so l i t t le  about nat ive animals yet  we c la im we can te l l
a re leasable animal  f rom an unreleasable animal .  Watch any real  f ree
l iv ing group of  nat ive animals over a per iod of  t ime and you wi l l  note
all sorts of injuries and illnesses that they cope with and recover from
and accommodate to. Yet humans can't give them space or time to
make the transition to wellness and somehow justify this killing with a
fa lse science that  somehow suggests th is is  in the animals '  interest .
We diminish ourselves when we know onlv too well. but for a little
elbow grease and a smal l  amount of  money nat ive animals could lead
happy and heal thy l ives in cared for  communit ies and smal l
sanctuaries without having to meet some strange criteria for "release".
It seems perverse that those who proclaim the death right of so called
unreleasable animals accept animals such as wombats dying terr ib le
deaths from preventable infestations such as mange, and would have
an heal thy unreleasable animal  k i l led yet  see no problem i f  they
deemed the animal releasable settinq it free into an area where a sure
death from mange will result.

Wel lness and wel lbeing for  most  are not  d ictated by weal th and
possessions, most of us list a very frugal set of absolutely vital
ingredients for  making us happy.  These needs general ly  inc lude good
heal th,  adequate food,  a p lace to l ive and fami ly and f r iends.  l t  is  a
developed society that can go beyond these basic needs and supply
the opportuni ty to care for  the l iv ing organism we al l  c l ing onto and to
appreciate and protect the other sentient beings that share it with us.
Inherent  in that  wel lbeing is  of  course the most basic and fundamental
of  a l l  r ights,  the r ight  to l ive,  the commonal i ty  we as humans share
with a l l  l iv ing th ings.  The di f ference is  the overwhelming abi l i ty  we
have as humans to annihi late any other species (and at  t imes our
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own),  and our equal  abi l i ty  to r ise above th is and t ru ly protect  and
care for  a l l  l i fe .

xThe demise of  the Tasmanian Devi l  shows th is in act ion.  Less than a
decade ago th is smal l ,  noisy carnivore was considered a pest  in
Tasmania and afforded little protection, A facial tumour caused by a
contagious cancer has seen their  populat ion decimated and major
ef for ts are now focusing on isolat ing some apparent ly  immune
indiv iduals to save the species.

T-Shirts

T- Shi r ts  are avai lab le  in
Whi te  Ch i ld  ren 's  S izes -
White Adu lt 14/ L
lvl a roo n Ch ildren's Sizes
l4a roon Adult S/L/XL

the fo l lowing s izes;
8 ,10,12

-  2 ,4,6,e,7Q,72

Kids whi te T-shir ts  are $20.00 and Maroon $25.00.  Adul t  whi te T-shir ts
are $30.00 and l .4aroon $35.00.
We can usually send out two T-shirts stuffed in a bag for $5.50
postage,  sadly one alone costs the samel Cal l  02 64938245 or emai l
ll]fp_@WlmbetBloleqtrA!.ol9.!! to order now for Christmas. Remember
too that  Ken's Val ley,  a great  DVD made by the Wynan boys is
avai lable for  $20.00 and memberships make a great  Chr istmas
present,  s t i l l  $5.00 for  Chi ldren and $10.00 for  adul ts.


