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Welcome to Bulletin 23.

In this Bulletin

State of the Wombat - our annual letter to Premiers’ Australia
wide asks them to tell us what their State is doing to help wombats,
and particularly, what their State is doing to assist help prevent and
control mange. All States and Territories managed an initial reply
indicating they had received their letter and 2 months on A.C.T. ,
Queensland, and Victoria have replied. Full reading and comprehension
marks are yet to be awarded to a State that manages to respond to
each question asked, in full. Victoria came close and A.C.T., though in
denial both about wombats in their territory ( you need only look at
the number of road kill as you head into A.C.T. via the Monaro
Highway) and the impact of mange on them; but that Territory at least
does not licence any culling. Queensland, as would be expected given
the very few wombats it cares for, is more focused and as these
wombats are highly endangered it of course does not allow them to be
culled. As mange is not yet known in the Northern Hairy Nosed
Wombats, Queensland had the easiest job of reply.

Grab a T- Shirt - if you haven't got one of the Society's great T-
shirts, now is the time to get one. If you already have, now is the time
to get another! Not only are we selling out last years' stock but we will
take orders for special sizes or numbers for 2009. We have a
collection of children’s sizes in stock. These great, Australian made
futty embroidered T-shirts wash weil, don't shrink and seem to be
lasting without fading very well. Kids white T-shirts are $20.00 and
Maroon $25.00. Adult white T-shirts are $30.00 and Maroon $35.00 .
We can usually send out two T-shirts stuffed in a bag for $5.50
postage, sadly one alone costs the same!

Member Contact- the Society is still working to develop an on site
forum through which members can communicate about all things
wombat and through which members of the public can ask guestions
of you experts out there. This is taking a little longer than anticipated
so we are offering members who are bursting to communicate with
one another the opportunity to be on a members' mail list. We would
also like short profiles from members and your reasons for being
involved with wombats. Send a photo of yourself or a wombat that you
have been involved with and we will make his a regular feature.

Ethics in Wombat Welfare- there was a great deal of comment
recently when members involved in Native Wildlife Rehabilitation read
a proposal that native animals unsuited to release have a “right to
euthanasia” .Some members would be aware that the Society is
developing an Ethics committee and Prof. Steve Garlick has offered to
chair this committee. The short essay “Ethics In Wombat Welfare” is
an introduction to the topic from a committee member and one we are
sure will interest many members, whether you rehabilitate native
animals or or not. If you are interested in this area contact the Society
50 you too can be involved in helping look at existing policy and
developing alternatives where policies related to native animals fail
them.
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STATE OF THE WOMBAT

The State of the Wombat letter was sent to the N.S.W., A.C.T.,
Victorian, South Australian and Tasmanian Premiers. Replies to date
follow.

Each year our Society produces a paper whnich is published
on our website to advise pecpie cn "The State of the
Wombat” in each respective State and Territory.
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< The Hon. Morris lemma B.Ec., LLB, M.P.
o, Level 40, Gov. Macquarie Tower,

e’ . 1 Farrer Place,

et ‘\ Sydney
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’_J,. Dear Sir,
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This year we would like to hear of any proactive research or
programs being conducted in your State/Territory, to assist
wombats, so we can highlight these on our site In
particular, we would like you to address the following:

(]

#
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1. Mange is a deadly disease caused by a mite called
Sarcoptes Scabiei which results in a long and drawn
out death for the wombat. What is your government

ﬁgﬁ doing to combat mange
]
. . e 2. How many wombats do you estimate to have Mange in

yvour State/Territory? What programs, policies and
procedures does your State/Territory have in place to
deal with this problem in your wombat population?

I

I

O

3. Does your State/Territory issue licenses for the culiing
of wombats? How many of these licenses have been
issued and how many wombats were culled under such
permits/licences ? What programs, pelicies and
procedures cover these licenses?

4. Were any peopie or persons charged with illegal culling,
cruelty or habitat destruction affecting wombats in your
State/Territory in the past year?
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5. Would you please explain your State/Territory licensing
procedures for the rescue and rehabilitation of wombats.,

4

\

Ty 6. How many facilities of this nature exist in your State/Territory
L for the care and rehabilitation of wombats,
pacasat We look forward to your earfiest response,
et
-
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A Yours faithfully
A
M.
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s Ms. Jan Smith
-~ Director
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Queensland
Government
Ref. BNE4781-2 Mi;is'te'r %ur Sustamability.
BME2008M11730 Climate Change and Innovation
SU/D8/4355
Mg Jan Smith
Director

Wontat Protection Society of Australia Lid
PO Box 8045
QUAAMA NSW 2550

Dear Ms Smith

| refer to your letter of 28 August 2008 addressed to the Honourablie Anna Biigh MP,
Premier of Queensland, seeking information on proactive research or programs to assist -
wombats in Queensland. The Premier has referred the issue to the Honourable Andrew
MeNaTasa MP, Minsster for Sustamnability, Climate Change and Innovation for response.

Wombats are of imited extent in Queersiand. The distrbution of the common wompat
yJust extends irto the elevated New England Tableland region near Stanthorpe.
Sgnificantly, Queensiand has the onty natural surviving population of the northern hairy-
rosed wombat at Epping Forest National Park in ceniral Queensland. This species,
which is listed as endangered. formerly occurred wishin inland Queensland and New
Sauth Yales. but declined after the intreduction of cattle and sheep grazing.

Epping Forest Nationa! Park was a former grazing property and was reserved specifically
1o conserve northern hairy-nosed wombats in 1888 At iast census the population was
about 115 individuals. An aim of the recovery of the species has been to astablish a
second remote cotony to minimise the risk of extinction from chance natural disasters or
disease. This objective is currently being addressed through a $3 million sponsorship
from mining firm Xgirata 'nat wil' erable the Envircnmental Protacticn Agency 10 securs
a second site, establish support infrastructure and relocate a number of animals. The
site will be fully enclosed by a predator proof fence and the release of animals sourced
from Epping Forest is planned for winter 2009,

The Minister thanks you for your interest in wombats in Queensland and hopes this
information is of assistance. Should you wish to discuss the matter further. please contact
Tim Hoimes of the Environmentai Protection Agency on telephone (07) 3202 0230

Yours sincerely

.“"-. e

David Shankey
Senior Policy Advisor

Sgeaamde -
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Lo g .

Jon Stanhope MLA

CHIEF MINISTER
TREASURER  MINIETER YOR BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
MINISIER FOR INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS  MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, WATER AXND CLIMATE
CHANGE MINISTER FOR THE ARTS

BAERIBER A0h2 0mmt 2k DA

Ms Jan Smith

Director

PO Box 6045
QUAAMA NSW 25830

Dear Ms Smith

Thank vou for vour letter received in my office on 28 August 2008 seeking mformation about
wombat research programs in the ACT for the Wombat Protection Socien’s website publication.

The common wombat fombarus wrsinus is widespread and abundant in the ACT. [ts habitat s
protected in Namadgi National Park and various nature resers es, which together comprise over
50 per cent of the land area of the ACT. altbough wombats also occur on rural properties.
Common wombats are protected under the Manwre Conservation Aet 1980 and licenses are not
issued to cull them in the ACT. Thave also been advised that in the last financial year the
Licensing and Comphance Umit has not commenced a prosecution against any person relative to
any offence involving mistreatment of Wombats or Wombat habitat,

The ACT Government is not conducting rescarch on wombats at present. although an ecologist
in the Research and Planning scction published the following scientific paper lust week (from his
previous PhD work on wombats): Evans, M. . 2008 Home range, burrow-use and activity
patterns in common wombats (Vombatus ursinus), Wildlife Research, 33: 453-462. The
Australian Nauonal University and the University of Canberra both conduct ecological research,
although I am not aware of any current research on wombats in the ACT by these local
institutions.

As in other parts of Australia, sarcoptic mange is present in wombat populations in the ACT,
Observations by researchers and rangers suggest the incidence of wombats with obvious signs of
mange is lower in the ACT than in some other areas. Severely infested wombats that are brought
to the attention of rangers are euthanased. Whilst medications are available to kill sarcoptic
mites, the experience of rangers i1s that wombats given such medications (such as lvermectin)
recover fron mange in the short-term but subsequently become reinfested,

ACT LECISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

London Circult, Canberra ACIT 2601 GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2600
Phome ((12) 6205 0104 Fax {02} 4205 0433 Email stanhopeact. gov.au
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With respect to rescuc and rehabilitation of wombats, certain organisations are licensed under the
Narure Conservation Act 1980 10 undertake this work, such as the RSPCA and wildlife carer
groups,

[ trust that this information is of assistance.

Y ours sincerely

Jor: Stanhope MLA
Minister tor the Environmeni. Water and Climaze Change

P
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Department of
Sustainability and Environment

R TR "\||Lﬂ|
POy S By

Qur Ref: DSEQS8801
Filg: 87/19-1948(2)

IIEIIEIHII!iIIIH!IIIﬂIlii

Ms Jan Smith

Director

Wambat Protection Society
PO Box 6045

QUAAMA NSW 2550

Dear Ms Smith
PROTECTION OF WOMBATS

Thank you for your letter of 28 August 2008 to the Premier, the Hon. John Brumby MLA,
regarding the state of wombats in Victoria. As this matter falls within my responsibiiities
your correspondence has been forwarded to me for my consideration and response.

Sarcoplic mange
As you are aware, sarcoptic mange in wombats can create severe disease leading to a

painful and siow death in susceptible individuals. While it may seem desirable o treat
affected animals with long-fasting acaricides to kill the mites causing the disease, in
practice this is not feasible. Furthermore treatment of a wombat to destroy the mange
mites does not provide immunity from future infestation by mites.

The Red Fox may be a major vector for mange in wombats, through the sharing of
burrows. Control of foxes may assist with reducing the incidence of mange to some
extent and this will be an added benefit of existing fox control programs.

Periodic episodes of severe mange in wombats have been reporied previously in Victoria,
Wombat populations do recover from these outbreaks and it seems unlikely that mange is
a sericus threat to tong-term survival.

Coniral of wornbats

In Victoria all wildlife, including the Common Wombat, are protected under the Wildlife Act
1975 and may not be destroyed, except with an authorisation issued by the Department of
Sustainability and Enviranment. Such an authority will only be issued where it can be
demonstrated that damage is being caused, and where non-lethal measures are
inappropriate or have been unsuccessful. From 1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008, 128 permits
were issued in Victoria to control wombats. Each permit is subject to specific conditions
and failure to comply with these conditions may result in prosecution.

Privacy Statement

Any personal informarion el van oz o ma fpam W vanr covrespondence witl be pravecid
“ e Infarmation Privacy Ace 200 oaly be weed or disclosed 19 aprropeial

Authiorit L, GF departmental sitf b regaed 10 1 oeise 10F WiER 1wt dravated, oss F

hirw, Engunries MAch! GUCERT 1o infarmanam ibant Ui neld by the Deparoment sisould by

Feivaey, Departeient o Satininabilin & Fnvireument. PO Boas SN Ease Meldonene, 302 The Place To fe
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In addition, in certain parts of eastern Vicloria, the Common Wombat is declared
"unprotected” and may be destroyed only by the occupiers of fand who are engaged in
rural production, their empioyees and families, and only an their properties. This does nct
give the right to membaers of the public to destroy wombats in the areas where they are
declared unprotected. Penalties of more than $5,000 and/or up to six months in jail exist
for Wegally destroying protected wildlife. Further information on the management of
Common Wombats in Victoria is enclosed.

Rehabilitation of wombats

To legally care for wildlife in Victoria, mcluding wombats, a Wildlife Shelter Authorisation is
required. The Depanment of Sustainability and Environment authorises suitably qualified
and experienced volunteers to care for and rehabilitate sick, injured or orphaned native
wildiife for the purposes of releasing them back to the wild. Euthanasia is applied to
animais that cannct be rehabilitated for successful release.

wWildife rehahilitators are civided into two categories: {i} wildlife shelter operators and {ii)
foster carers. The difference betwesen the two is the relalive level of expertise and
experience in caring for wildlife which affects the level of responsibility they are given
under the Wildlife Act.

There are approximately 300 wildlife shelter operators and 200 foster carers authorised to
rehabilitate wildlife in Victoria. Al are required to comply with the conditions of
authorisation and with the Cecde of Practice for the Welfare of Animals during
Rehabilitation, under the Prevention of Cruelly to Animals Act 1986. A copy of the Code is
enciosed for your information.

If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please contact Mr lan Temby,
Sanior Biodiversity Officer on (03) 9296 4664,

Yours sincerely

Kimberley J Dripps

Executive Director
Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services

! 12008

DSEL SRS Prae ?
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Flora and Fauna

fences (and subsequent eniry of rabbits and kangaroos},
initiated by wombats, Destruction may be effective and
appropriale where, for example, an individual wombat is
burrowing in pasture. dam walls or under buildings.

Waombats may cause problems on {arms by damaging
rabbit-proof fencing, allowing entry by rabbits, kangaroos
and watlabies, Wombat burrows it pastures can be

hazardous to farm vehicles and stock, and burrowing may Commeon Wombats are declared unprotected in 193
worsen soil instability problems along uteared creck banks parishes in eastem Victoria {see list below), where they
and weaken dam walls. Wombals occasionaily undermine may be destroyed onty by centre-fire rifle of 222 calibre
the foundations of buildings by burrowing. or larger. Fumigation of wombats is iltegal and inhumane,

and coukd leave the user liable to prosecution for cruelty
and misuse of chemicals.

The past history of the Common Wombat as a vermin
species, for which a bounty was payable. has influenced

the way in which this species is regarded by some people, 1. Erect a two-wire electric fence, 30 cm vutside the
and the mere presence of wombals is equated with damage existing boundary fence, with the wires at 15 and 30
being caused. However, it is Important to see whether cm above the ground. Both of the wires should be
actual damage is ocourring, and its extent. so shat the need live, powered by a standard clectric fence energiser.
for damage control car: be judged from an economic Observations at one site Jdemonstrated that this fence
viewpoint rather than an emaotional one. configuration could keep a number of wombats from

A survey by a group from Monash University indicated thetr traditional feeding ared over a six-month period.

that many landholders' perceptions of damage by wombats 2. Tnstal] swing gates at regular wombat access points to

were not berne out during on-ground inspectiens. Erosion. relieve damage to netting fences (see design below).

for example, was due 10 a namber of factors, including For these gates to work, two or three well-used holes

past over-ciearing of steep slopes, compaction of the sil must be chosen and all other holes within a few

by hard-hoofed anfmals, and over-grazing (for which hundred metres must be repaired daily. After about a

rabhits would be partly responsible), leading to excessive month, the wombats should be using only the selected

runoff. The role of the wombat in this particular scenario holes. The frame for the gate is then erected around
"is minor, and probably not refevant, There would be few the hole and left for the wombats to become

instances where action against wombats for this reason accustomed to it before the gate is hung. When the

could be justified. gate is in place, it should be lefi partly open so that

wombats passing through maust lift it slightly. After

Female wombats are able to breed at two years, and can
another week ot two, the gate can be allowed to hang

produce a maximum of one offspring per vear. Wombats
use as many as ten holes within their home range,

although only two or three of these will be used regularly. — iy —»
A count of holes is not a reliable way of estimating

wombat numbers in an area. A wombat's home range F 3

varies from 5 to 25 ha, depending upon habitar quality. Uit: .
gt TH

Killing wombats to reduce damaye to boundary fences is tmay be
sleel, mesh

not only futile, bul may be counter-productive. The
interface between pasturcs and adjacent bush is a highly
praductive habitat for wombats. High binth rates (most
fernales capable of breeding, do so) and high survival are
likely under these conditions. This ensures that there is a ;
reservolr of young, transient wombats ready to replace any |
established animal that is removed. Because of this rapid v
replacement, destruction of wonbats near bush boundaries

is nat likely to resolve a problem of damage to netting

or wood.
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verticalty, Such a gate will exclude rabbits and "Bendock  Jamiesun Tubben
kangaroos, and reduce greatly the incidence of fresh Bengwordn Jeeralany Labherahhera
wombat holes being made in tences. Berrmarr Jeetha West Taggerty
3. Place a post next to a buirow i pasture to mark its H,ﬂe Fnlang Souih J?lw‘ljn ) Tallandoon
.. . . . Bidwelt Jinderboine Tambo
position, so that vehicles can avoid it, Alternatively. - . .
shoot the individual invelved and £l in the burrow te B].m‘ﬁ ) h.nba”d]a _Mmmuha
. . . Binginward Jirnkce langambsalangz
remove hazard to stock and (arm vehicles. Bings-Munjic Jireah arein
4. Prevent access to the spaces under buildings using Bingo-Muniie Kacywut Tarwin Suuh
heavy gauge reinforcing mesh or the two-wire electric South
fence described above. The mesh may aiso be used to Rrmany Keslanyie Tatoeg
prevent burrowing in dam walls, Bocdy arn Kergunysh Taw anga
5. Destroy the individual wombats responsible for Bm,“dc.mm Rianeek I.ETM?-MHWC
o Bow-Worrnog Kinglake Fildeskey Easi
burro.wmg tn dam yvails and around or under Briagolong Kirkenoug .
buildings hy shooting. Bright Kitrak Finarna
Any destruction of wombats in parishes where the Buchar Kaoraol Tongio-Munjic Last
Common Wombat is protected can only be done under the Buckiand Konmbuera Tungie-Munjic West
conditions of an Authority to Control Wildiife, issued by Budpee Budgee T.ang Lang Vast Trnimbyk
DSE (for an application form contact the Customer Bulga Licola Tocmbuliup Notth
Service Centre on 136 186). Buljunreaal Licuia Nortk Locryahbic Neith
Burmnbrrah Tima | curgabbie South
L o] et Loz r
Governor in Counvcit Order declariag the Commen j:::;:n::a ;::S;QE_MWN . .i.z:r:::mh
Wombat to be unprotected. Callignee Maftra Tubbut
Carrapung Mugoma Tyima
Common Wombat Changue Marlooh Wa-de-lock
This species is declared 1o be unprosected wildiife in the Ciloin Matang ) Wfaf‘hutlal ;
Parishes listed in Schedule t (below) in the Governor in ¢ chunia Matcng Nm[}.'. M”aﬁ.w ailen
. oo . . . . Coiquhoun Mellick-Munjie Wanditigony
Councit Order published in Victoria Government Gazetie Cotquhoun bast Mertiyg Woardin Yallock
G722, 5 June 1997. € aolumbooka Mirbau Waratah
The Order states: Cuonguimerang Milta Mitta Warptah North
{11 Commen Wombats may be taken or destroved in the Luzngulia Mocnip Warrandyte
parishes listed in Schedule | by & landuwser or occupier Vawa Monmorig Waygara
who is engaged in rural production and by the permanent Darga Moomgag Welshpoul
employees of that fandowner or uccupier, Deddiek Mouroolbark Wermatong
{2) Common Wombats may be taken or destroyed by a xf::mg iiz;;k:;:g :‘:)Tj;;
ECI‘SOH specified 1_n Paragraph UI} onl_y‘ by _{hC use of {3ondangadate Mullindolingong Wonween
firearms conforming to the specifications in Paragraph (3}, Deambarrim Mumagowar Wonnangats
{37 Wombats may be destrayed only by a centre-lire rifte. Dorchap Myriteford Wunihagei
titted with a telescopic sight. The rifle must have centre- Frisay Nangana Wuolenuoh
fire case capacity of at feast 222 Remington. The Eumana Nappa Woongulmeranyg
ammurition must have an expanding projectile {soft or Fast
hollow point) of not less than 324 mg (50 grams) and Lurandelong Narbethony Woonguhnerang
provide a munimun: ruzzle energy of 1542 Joules {1137 ) o West ]
footpounds). Noter .222 Remington with 50 grain r‘mbu_rgh h"aml \’f’nmw__‘mg
projectile must be loaded to achieve a muzze velocity of (’fim“_p:': L'?‘“ "\,ambUk Wuk'“' u_k i
975 misec. {3200 [Wsec.) to reach this minimum energy. (Ed'mup} West I\fa.rrohuk Nvath W:u”'f Wallock
Standard factory toads conform to this specification.” Gernbrock ewmerdla Wy-Yung
Gibbo Nindoo Weehoo
(iifland Ninnic Yahba
Schedple 1 Gilkingal Mooreogong Yackandandain
Gillum Nowa Nowa ¥atray
Parishes in which the Common Wombat (Vombatus Gilenatadale Noyong Yrngoura
ursinus) is deciared to be unprotected wildlife Glencoc South Numbie-Munjic Yea
Allambee  Humiewille  Steavenson C Glenmaggie Nungata Yeenk
Aoty Hinnu-Munjic Stradiroke Qunzaga Urmeo Yeerung
Barwidges 1lxley Flains Stratfond Gaen Nure Crbost Yering

Brlcka Howqua Suggan Buggan Grucedale Cirbose Fast
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The Ethics of Wombat Welfare

The Wombat Protection Society of Australia includes in its mission
conserving and preserving wombats and advocating for them, both as
individuals and as species, and educating people in this endeavour.
This mission differs significantly from many conservation paradigms
due to its emphasis on individual animals and the recognition that
commonality should not preclude protection nor justify suffering and it
should not diminish the most fundamental of all rights, the right to live
both for an individual and the species. The dominant paradigm in
native animal management in Australia today is the antithesis of this
stated mission. The paradigm or belief that "There is no conservation
value in rehabilitating common animals” can be argued to be the start
of the slippery slope that justifies suffering. The unstated foundation of
such a paradigm is that unless an animal faces extinction, it has no
value, a commodification of life into an economic rationalist
perspective. From this paradigm built on fallacies, equally
unreasonable dictums flow , such as one adopted by rehabilitators
almost without questicn; that “unreleasable” native animals have a
“right” to “euthanasia” . Apathy in the face of suffering as well as more
overt forms of harm; commercialisation, hunting and culling and
habitat destruction may all be argued to arise from the
commodification of s¢ called "common” native animals.

The idea that there is no conservation value in rehabilitating
“common” native animals can be shown to iead to the very condition
that conservation on any level and by any definition is meant to
prevent, extinction. Extinction is the end of a slippery slope that begins
with either a failure in genetic material or interference with an
environment or both. Most extinctions in recent time are due to
human interference. Extinction is however ,a process that has been
ongoing over millenium and will continue. Clive Marks put this well in
his recent essay “"Empathy for the Enemy” when he wrote
"....extinction has become a heresy, Qur present concerns for
biodiversity and planetary ecology, are well placed, but the pursuit of
an ideal with such singular focus should cause us to take stock,
especially if we are prepared to subsume concerns for suffering and
abandon empathy in its pursuit” . Clive was referring to the ruthless
cruelty inflicted on animals declared “vermin” and the inhumane
means that have been and are used to kill them, pointing out that
chloropicrin which has a corrosive impact on lung tissue is a * a crude
means to a terrible end” and was used as a burrow “Fumigant”, killing
wombats and rabbits until relatively recently. According to Clive, steel
jaw traps can still be used on Dingos and 1080, once claimed to be
“humane” is now realised to cause unreasonable suffering prior to
death. 1080 takes many collateral victims, yet it is still used widely by
National Parks and Wildlie Service and Rural Lands Protection Boards.
Focusing on extinction alone not only justifies the prolonged suffering
deaths of animals deemed “vermin” but the corruption of the term to
inctude any pest animal, native or otherwise.
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When humans fail to acknowledge suffering in other species or see it
as their mandate to dictate such suffering the incline becomes
precipitous. Whatever initiates the extinction slide ,numbers of a
species become so pitifully low that individuals are able to be counted.
Ironically, at that point every individual counts and conservation
means saving every individual and ensuring each breeds and lives to
its capacity. At this point “conservation” does a reversal and it
becomes imperative to keep each individual alive. Extremes are
sometimes undertaken to ensure that the individual continues to live,
whether a wingless swift parrot still able to mate or a blind nail tailed
wallaby because in a proper enclosure “they'll still be able to breed.”
There is now no “right” to "Euthanasia” because these individuals are
“unreleasable.” The “right to euthanasia” for an “unreleasable” animal
applies only to those that have already been devalued by
commodification by being considered "common”.

These swings and round-abouts call into question the definitions that
are used. “Common” and “Conservation” and “Right” are ali defined
differently in a temporal sense and by different political agendas.
There is no standard definition of any of these words so easily co-
opted by politicians, “experts” and occasionally researchers and
educators. So when we hear that “conservationists” believe or state
something, this is meaningless as conservationists are not a collective
group holding to defined values and nor does conservation mean the
same thing to those who call themselves conservationist, To make the
statement that there is no conservation value in rehabilitating common
animails defines the type of conservation the speaker believes in. This
type of conservation devalues the individual by making its worth, like a
commodity, proportional to its availability. Such a rational economic
model to animal welfare can be argued to lead to both suffering and

to extinction.

This type of “conservation” justifies the removal of “excess”
“commodities” (common animals) and justifies the hunting of native
animals and legal killing of them if they live on or travel through
farms. It creates the indifference that leads to thousands losing habitat
through landclearing, woodchiping and hundreds of thousands dying as
road kill , and the mentality that because these animals are common,
no efforts need to be made because they aren’t going extinct. It
creates the conditions where we fail to care appropriately for animals
having decided the more there are the less we need to care. It leads to
apathy in the face of extreme suffering as is the case with mange in
wombats and was the case with the Tasmanian Devil's facial tumour.*
It perpetuates the commodification of animals and creates the
tendency towards extinction by creating the diminishing supply which
increases an individual's worth.

Government and its policies are informed by the Science it funds and
for which funds are available. Universities now compete with public for
profit companies on the open market leading to a skewing in the type
of research grant available and the type of projects which receive
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funding. "Pure” science, the ideal espoused to use only evidence based
criteria fails miserabley to take into account the very basis from which
science grew. It was the need to understand the amazing and
intricately webbed inter-relationships between all things on this planet
and seen from this planet that led to the development of science. And
science includes mind sciences like psychology which are becoming
clearer that there is more to planetary, human and other species
health and well being than that which can be seen under a microscope.

[t is a wonderfully circular argument that has been created by the
misuse or political interpretation of science that teads to a right to
death. A strange position exists if we can justify the continued
degradation of natural habitat by then saying there is no where to
release native animals and therefore conclude they are “unreleasable”.
This is done with joey Eastern Grey Kangaroos in most of the A.C.T.
where their commonality and unreleasability leads to most being
“euthanised”. These are not sick or injured joeys, perfectly healthy
ones are euthanised. Some groups do the same based on certain sizes
and weights for joey wombats or where insufficient carers exist,
develop this as a policy. Meanwhile myths abound that these animals
can't be reared or are too small and the ability and knowledge to do so
is lost to groups who then begin to believe that the status quo is the
truth. We know so little about native animals yet we claim we can tell
a releasable animal from an unreieasable animal. Watch any real free
living group of native animals over a period of time and you will note
all sorts of injuries and illnesses that they cope with and recover from
and accommodate to. Yet humans can't give them space or time to
make the transition to wellness and somehow justify this killing with a
false science that somehow suggests this is in the animals' interest.
We diminish ourselves when we know only too well, but for a little
elbow grease and a small amount of money native animals could lead
happy and healthy lives in cared for communities and small
sanctuaries without having to meet some strange criteria for “release”.
It seems perverse that those who proclaim the death right of so calied
unreleasable animals accept animals such as wombats dying terrible
deaths from preventable infestations such as mange, and would have
an healthy unreleasable animal killed yet see no problem if they
deemed the animal releasable setting it free into an area where a sure
death from mange will result.

Wellness and wellbeing for most are not dictated by wealth and
possessions, most of us list a very frugal set of absolutely vital
ingredients for making us happy. These needs generally include good
health, adequate food, a place to live and family and friends. It is a
developed society that can go beyond these basic needs and supply
the opportunity to care for the living organism we all cling onto and to
appreciate and protect the other sentient beings that share it with us.
Inherent in that wellbeing is of course the most basic and fundamental
of all rights, the right to live, the commonality we as humans share
with all living things. The difference is the overwhelming ability we
have as humans to annihilate any other species (and at times our
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own), and our equal ability to rise above this and truly protect and
care for all life.

*The demise of the Tasmanian Devil shows this in action. Less than a
decade ago this small, noisy carnivore was considered a pest in
Tasmania and afforded little protection. A facial tumour caused by a
contagious cancer has seen their population decimated and major
efforts are now focusing on isolating some apparently immune
individuals to save the species.

T-Shirts

T- Shirts are available in the following sizes;
White Children's Sizes - 8,10,12

White Adult M/L

Maroon Children's Sizes - 2,4,6,8,10,12
Maroon Adult S/L/XL

Kids white T-shirts are $20.00 and Maroon $25.00. Adult white T-shirts
are $30.00 and Maroon $35.00 .

We can usually send out two T-shirts stuffed in a bag for $5.50
postage, sadly one alone costs the same! Call 02 64938245 or email

too that Ken's Valley, a great DVD made by the Wynan boys is
available for $20.00 and memberships make a great Christmas
present, still $5.00 for Children and $10.00 for adults.



